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For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf.  And the strength 
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December 2009  



Happy  
     Anniversay  
 
Paul & Louise Hilliard  Dec. 28th  
Jim & Caren Moody   Dec. 30th  
 
 

FROM THE CDôS DESK OF THE WOLF PACK 
 

Greetings Wolfpack, 

 

 I was thinking today about Thanksgiving and Christmas Holi-

days coming as I write this I am thanking a higher power for a 

blessing this last week as my younger son was diagnosed with gallstones and had surgery to 

remove his gall bladder. Upon removing the gall bladder the surgeon pointed out that the gall 

bladder was seriously inflamed and it was quite fortunate that it was removed. Fortunate, yes, 

but I also feel fortunate for my health and Patyôs, something we tend to take for granted.  

 As most of you know, one of our longtime members, John Haro has been diagnosed with 

lung cancer recently and if you know John you should be aware of his positive attitude and 

strength of character. Iôm thankful to call John a friend. 

 Iôm thankful for all the support Paty and I have received this year from all of you, we 

could not start to do this without you.  

 We are looking forward to the Chapter Christmas Party this month and sharing the warm 

friendship and fun that comes from celebrating with friends. 

 Paty and I along with all of our family wish all of you the very best of holiday cheer and 

good health for the balance of this year and in the future! 

      

 See you soon, 

 Ross & Paty 
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 You can keep current on all 

the fun and exciting things we do 

by going to our website at:  

 www.ca2w -gwrra.org  

See for yourself what the  

     Wolf Pack is up to!  

 



 

Editor Comments:  
 Hope everyone had a happy Thanksgiving!  It was 

really great getting together with family and friends 

and I look forward to more of that as Christmas and 

New Yearõs approaches.  I hope that all of you spent 

quality time with family and friends.  Thatõs what itõs 

all about!  

 This will be my last newsletter.  I am working 10 

to 12 hour days and trying to set time aside to visit my mom.  For those who 

donõt know, my mom has Alzheimerõs and had to be placed in a nursing home al-

most 2 years ago.  It just became too much to handle and I didn't feel I was 

doing justice to the newsletter anymore. I know that whomever takes this 

over will do a really great job and I will help in anyway I can.  

 I would really like to thank everyone who contributed articles over the 

past 2 years.  Thanks to the staff for getting their articles in on the due 

date!  I really hope that Paty continues her òhero / heroineó articles.  They 

are really great!  I would also like to thank Steve & Teri Rippe for taking the 

time to proof -read the newsletter before they were printed.   

 Jim and I have really enjoyed being a part of this chapter. We have 

made some really good friends and look forward to making more as the years 

go by.  

 Thank you for all your support and kind comments over the past 2 years.   

     ~ Caren Moody 

      Happy Birthday  
Dee German    Dec. 4th  
Jerry Gragg    Dec. 4th  
Tom Wallace    Dec. 12th   
Bill Dimmer    Dec. 19th  
Jim Moody    Dec. 19th  
Mary Richardson   Dec. 27th  
Mary Erlewine, Jr.  Dec. 28th  

  
 Stork was busy in December!  



A WORD FROM OUR HEADQUARTERS   California District Gold   
 Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy Holidays to you all!  JR and I hope that you will have the best 

holiday ever receiving the best gift ever, spending time with friends and family!  We will have a busy December with 

parties, Mom and Dadôs 65th wedding anniversary, JRôs birthday and our 24th anniversary, our daughterôs birthday and 

sister Lisaôs anniversary, and we havenôt made it to New Years yet, a day we usher in the new year and celebrate Lisaôs 

oldest daughters 18th birthday!  Ok, Iôm tired now J 

 This is our last article as your District Directors.  We want to thank all of you for making our 3 years memora-

ble, fun and for all of the new friendships.  We are truly blessed to have all of you a part of our Winger family and we 

love it!  You have enriched our lives and shared great experiences with us and we hope you feel the same way. 

 As we were reviewing our goals that we set when we started it made us feel really proud to know that through you we have strength-

ened our chapters, created a TEAM, together everyone achieves more, attitude, played more together chapter to chapter, strengthened our educa-

tion in both rider education with an wonderful increase in seminar instructors which will also strengthen Leadership Training in the future, plus 

we graduated 5 new ARC (Advance Rider Course) and/or TRC (Trike Rider Course) Instructors!  We opened 2 new chapters and the majority of 

our Chapter Directors are Horizon Program graduates!  This is exciting stuff and itôs because of you that we accomplished so much. 

 We must thank our incredible staff, as their tireless work helped to create the atmosphere and activities that helped us accomplish our 

District motto, ñmaking a difference one member at a timeò.  This staff was the energy that kept this district going, put on awesome District Ral-

lies and administered fun District games.  Each staff member plays an incredibly important part in the Districtôs success and we appreciate them 

so very, very much.  The extension of our staff is the Chapter Directors, the memberôs most important contact with GWRRA.  We have been 

blessed to have wonderfully dedicated Chapter Directors who had lead their chapters well.  Keep up the great leadership, look for your replace-

ment, delegate and donôt forget to have fun! 

 We know that you are going to have wonderful leadership with Bill and Rene Johnson! They are so excited to get started and we are so 

grateful that this is true.  You become very attached to this District and it is so comforting and exciting to hand it to folks who share that same 

dedication to the members of GWRRA as you have.  We wish you the very best Bill and Rene and JR and I will always be available if you need 

us. 

 So next for us is leading Region ñFòun.  We have attended the New Mexico and Arizona District Rallies and started sharing the fun 

that we have enjoyed here in California.  One of New Mexicoôs chapters learned all about the steal a mascot game when Donna Pickens took 

their duck, WingNut, and brought him home to California.  Donna gave WingNut back to his  

 Mom and Dad who gratefully accepted him home at the Arizona District Rally.  Donna handed him back wearing an Angelôs baseball 

uniform.  We had a surprise at the Arizona Rally when we were brought on stage to play the Newly Wed game.  Oh my gosh, how embarrassing!  

Then we had a California COY who tried to join the Arizona staff.  The comedy here is that Bob Sutherland, CA version is the Tour Director for 

his chapter and Bob Sutherland, AZ is the Tour Director for Arizona.  Bob went up on stage when Garry Woo, AZ District Director, was calling 

his staff up to the stage to thank them.  CA Bob went up when his name was called and stood next to AZ Bob.  Folks knew CA Bob didnôt fit but 

no one said a word.  So, I went up and retrieved my wayward COY, CA Bob and brought him back to Su-Lin.  Then we all broke up laughing.  

Talking with Garry and Kerry Woo later, they told me they just didnôt know what to do.  I told them to just go with the flow and have fun! 

 So we are having a great time in our new position.  It is certainly different and very much the same but we know that weôll be having 

loads of fun as we meet new Winger family members.  Our Region motto is: ñmaking a difference and having fun one member at a timeò.  

Weôve also changed our vests, going to a tan vest to highlight the southwest with a beautiful embroidered ñsheriffôsò star for our new ñFòun Re-

gion as there is a new ñsheriffò in town J 

 So we want to make sure that all of you come and join us at the Winger Family Beach Party/Region ñFòun Rally and West Wing 2, all 

that for the same event!  We will come together May 27-30, 2010 at the Orange County Hilton/Costa Mesa, CA.  Yes, the Region rally will be in 

our home state and JR and I want to welcome our state to meet the rest of the Region.  On Thursday night weôll play bingo and eat free pizza to 

kick off the event; on Friday we have some classes start and then have opening ceremonies that will include the COY and IOY selection process, 

entertainment and then weôll be off to the pool for the beach party and ice cream with a great band.  Saturday night, for all of you who went to 

West Wing 1, weôll have a talent show again.  This talent show features those striving to be professionals and auditions will be announced on 

Craigslist and other places.  Sunday we will have an awards ceremony mid-day and then late afternoon weôll have closing ceremonies and free In 

and Out Burgers.  The entire weekend will be filled with fun and entertainment as well as great education and your wonderful Winger family.  

The Gold Angels will perform and we believe their counterparts from Arizona will also be there.  The staff is hard at work working on more fun 

to bring to you.  Of course weôll have awesome vendors and South Coast Plaza, an incredible shopping mall is just a shuttle ride away!  You can 

visit the Region ñFòun website for more information, www.gwrra-regionf.org and a link to make your hotel reservations. 

 So everyone, we have enjoyed our time as your District Directors and we look forward to continuing to serve you as your Region 

ñFòun Directors.  We thank you all again for everything and we look forward to seeing you around.  Be good to each other, hug a Winger and 

remember to smile.  Have a wonderful holiday and Happy New Year!!! 

 

  Anita and JR Alkire  

  District Directors 

  GWRRA California 

  www.gwrra-ca.org 
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