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“For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf.  And the strength of the Wolf is the 
Pack.”  Rudyard Kipling 
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FROM THE CD’S DESK OF THE WOLF PACK  
 

Greetings Wolfpack! 
 
 Well, here we are a few days before 2008 officially comes to 
a close. It’s hard to believe how many events and changes have  
occurred this last year. The chapter has been through our share of 
ups and downs, but all things considered, we have survived pretty 
well. Our country has been through some rough times as well with 
gas prices approaching the price of bottled water, sorry, bad attempt at humor. We have elected 
a new president and whatever your political affiliation, we need to wish him well and hope that 
the powers that be can make a dent in this country’s economic  crisis. 
 On another note, I am saddened to inform you we lost one of our longtime members, 
John Allred. Paty and I did not know John well, but were fortunate to enjoy his company on 
the Laughlin Run last October. He and his grandsons, Jeff and Mike, who were on the ride 
also, were fun to know and ride with. Several members of the chapter were at the services for 
John last Monday in Fowler. 
 Paty and I want to apologize for missing the last meeting, Paty was very ill and was un-
able to attend and I didn’t want to leave her alone. We were so pleased to hear how well the 
chapter has adopted the Craycroft Center. They are very thankful for your monetary and other 
donations. For those of you that haven’t had a chance to visit the center, try and do so, it will 
warm your heart! 
 If anybody missed the Christmas Party this year, please go to our awesome website and 
check out the pictures and ask Gerry about his “Designer Wallet”.  I heard he carries it at all 
time so maybe he will show it to you. 
 Anyway, by the time you read this, we will be into 2009, hopefully it will be a brighter 
year for our country and the “Wolfpack”! 
 
      Ross and Paty 
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Suggested  Prices:        

Full Page               $150.00                
Half Page              $  75.00      
Business Card      $  50.00 
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Christmas Lights 
 

 Several of us met one cold December night at Starbuck’s on Clovis and Nees.  
Our destination was to look at Christmas Lights.  I was told it was Candy Cane 
Lane, yet we headed in the wrong direction.  Jerry was leading us to a new area of 
lights Jim & I had never seen.  When we turned the corner off of Peach, it was one 
of the most delightful scenes I had ever witnessed.   
 Every house on every street was decorated with lights,  motorized figures, in-
flatables, and even real SNOW!  These were not a few strings of lights thrown over 
a bush or tacked up on the eaves of a house.  These were decorated yards… with 
each light, figure, and / or inflatable place in the most appropriate spot to maximize 
the Christmas effect.  It was the most wondrous thing I had seen since my daughter 
was born.  Each new street had something different and it wasn’t just a few houses 
… it was all of the houses.  Street after street of lights and fantasy.   
 We had the Grinch waving to us and passing out candy canes, children on the 
corners selling hot cider and cocoa, and a Ginger Bread Room (a.ka.—garage)  
with Santa greeting children and listening to their Christmas wishes.  It was so 
great, that Jim & I and Steve & Teri went back and checked it out again after the 
Christmas Party at Joy Luck.  We weren’t disappointed…. we just saw things we 
had missed the last time. 
 I heard from my hair-dresser that it was one woman who started it in mem-
ory of her son.  Then the neighbors joined in one by one and voila… you have 
magic at Christmas.  The woman who started it has since moved away, but the tra-

dition lives on. 
 I am hoping Jerry 
will lead us on this won-
derful ride again next De-
cember.  If so, please try 
to come.  You won’t re-
gret it. 
 
 Caren Moody 



 A WORD FROM OUR HEADQUARTERS   California District Gold   
 
 
  Happy New Year Winger Family!  We hope that all of you had a fantastic Christ-
mas or Hanukkah, or possibly a great get together with family and friends.  We are certain 
that awesome food was consumed and we now want to shed a few pounds from the holi-
day feasts.  We hope you celebrated wisely on New Year’s Eve and rang in the year with 
hope and strong wishes for 2009! 
 We want to thank the chapters for their invitations to join them for their Christ-
mas/holiday parties.  We enjoyed attending each one and it kept us busy each weekend.  It 

was so much fun participating with the celebrations but I did begin to think that we need holiday vests so we 
have name tags on because we really look different all dressed up and the ladies without helmet hair!  So thank 
you again for inviting us and we look forward to next year! 
 It did seem like Christmas came too soon and then left quickly this season.  We had early Christmas with 
the kids and grandkids and then headed off to my Mom and Dad’s for Christmas with the Ashmore clan.  We 
had a very busy time and were glad to get home to our quiet home for some recovery. 
The New Year is starting to shape up for GWRRA here in California.  We will have some new Officer’s step-
ping up in Chapters and some additions to the District staff.  We have added a couple of new staff already with 
the appointment of Del and Joanne Britton from CA1M to be COY/IOY Coordinators and we will have more to 
announce in the coming issues.  It’s always exciting and a bit anxious times as we face new leadership in our 
Chapters, so be certain that you are doing everything that you can to make that new leader feel welcome and 
supported. 
 As  I was writing this I was also reflecting back on the last 2 years and thinking about this coming year 
as our last year as District Directors.  It causes a bit of a cramp in my stomach to think about stepping down as 
we’ve had such a fabulous time but when I think of the great leadership to come I get excited.  JR and I are look-
ing at this year as a teaching year to the future leadership of California.  With all GWRRA Officer positions, it’s 
not official until you have the blessing of the Region, but we are looking at Bill and Rene Johnson, our current 
Assistant District Directors, as our replacements and they have accepted.  This is an exciting prospect for Cali-
fornia although it could be very wet, I’d start stocking up on squirt guns now if I were youJ  In announcing this 
we want to make it easier for Bill and Rene to start to talk with existing staff members to get a good understand-
ing of their jobs and to also start recruiting their staff members so there can be some cross training so there will 
be a very smooth transition with leadership.  This is an unusually lengthy leadership transition but please be 
clear that we are still at the helm of the District until next year at this time.  So with that said, we plan to make 
the “farewell” year our best and most memorable ever! 
 With that in mind, we are getting together all the requested dates for 2009 events and will be updating 
the District website soon, so please check out the website this month for a list of events.  As mentioned last 
month, GWRRA is offering a $5 off per registrant if you get 10 registrations together and send them all in in the 
same envelope for Wing Ding.  This means $10 off/couple.  I’d love to see a great showing from California in 
Tulsa this year.  I’d ask the Chapter Directors to let me know how many from your chapter register so we can do 
some planning.  So as you are planning your travels to the events of 2009 please plan to support our local chap-
ters first and then enjoy the out of state events.  It’s so important to each chapter to receive your support, its 
loads of fun at each event and exciting to see all our friends.  So we’ll kick off the chapter events with the Val-
entine Run on February 21st, 2009 and that flyer is already available and on the District website, and we look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 So here is to a safe, healthy, happy and fun 2009 and we’ll see you soon! 

Anita and JR Alkire 
District Directors 
GWRRA California 
www.gwrra-ca.org 
 
4331 Summit Dr. 
La Mesa, CA 91941 
Anita's Cell: (858) 922-2251 
Home: (619) 741-8893 
Home Fax: (619) 741-8859 
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GWRRA 
Rider Education 

January 2009 

      The holidays are over and it’s 
time we start getting ready  for another year of ri ding with 
our GWRRA family. If we have stored our bike during  the cold 
months we need to do a few things before we go off for a long 
ride. 
  First, we need to inspect our bikes and make sure  they are 
in proper mechanical condition to ride.  Running a T-Clock is a 
good way to make sure that all the items are checke d.  If you do 
not feel comfortable doing the inspection yourself,  you might 
have someone else help you or take your bike to a q ualified me-
chanic. 
 T-Clock is an acronym that describes an overall safety in-
spection of the motorcycle.  T-Clock stands for:  Tires and 
Wheels, Controls, Lights, Oil, Chassis, and K ickstand.  While 
this is a much more extensive inspection than you w ould nor-
mally make at a rest stop, this will give you an id ea of what you 
should be looking for and checking in most aspects of the mo-
torcycle to maintain proper operations or alert you  to improper 
operations. 
 T-Tires and Wheels:  inspect condition of front and r ear   
    tires (pressure tread), wheels, rims, and seals  
 C-Controls:  this covers the conditions of levers, c ables,    
    hoses, and throttle 
 L-lights:  inspection of lights, lenses, reflectors,  wiring, and 
    headlight reflector, also check the aim of the headlight   
    (right / left & height 
 O-oil:  check levels and for leaks in engine oil, re ar end   
    gear oil, hydraulic brake fluid, coolant, and f uel 
 C-chassis:  inspect frame, steering head bearings, s wing   
     arm, and suspension 
 K -kickstand:  inspect center stand and side stand fo r 
cracks and bent parts, maintain proper tension on s pring to 
keep stand in place when folded up, and make sure e ngine stops 
with the brake in gear and the side stand extended 
      continued on next page 



Rider Education con’t from page 11 
 
  
Whether you use T-Clock or your own 
experience with your inspection, make 
sure the bike is ride worthy.  I encour-
age each of you to routinely go over 
your bikes or have a mechanic do it 
for you. 
 If you need mechanical repairs this might be the b est time to 
get them done.  Most of the shops will not have a l ot of work yet. 
 You might also want to do some parking lot practic e.  This is 
a good way to hone our skills and share some time w ith our 
friends. 
 You might also want to start some shorter rides to  get back 
into practice and prepare for longer rides to come.   If you have not 
ridden in a few months you should not expect to cli mb back into 
the saddle and be as sharp as you were last year. 
 Let’s make this year a Fun and Safe one.  We have a great or-
ganization and the best people to do it with. 
 

RIDE SAFE & RIDE YOUR RIDE 
 

Shirley & Joe Machado 
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Please make sure that Wendy has your birthday and a nniver-
sary information.  Always check for those things wh en you 
sign the membership list and let her know if there are any 
corrections to be made. 
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Kelly Moody won the 50 / 50 raffle at December’s me eting.  
She donated the $40 she won to the Craycroft Center .  To 
show no good deed goes un-noticed, hers was the tic ket 
pulled for wearing her vest.  She has a little Glac ier, Jr. sit-
ting on the dashboard of her car.  Congrats, Kelly!   
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Chapter Store 
 
  
 Patches: 
4” Chapter CA2W Patch   $5.00 
4” GWRRA Patch (Black & Gold)  $6.00 
CA2W Top Rocker (Black & Gold)  $8.50 
Bottom Rocker (Black & Gold)  $8.50 
10” GWRRA Patch (Black & Gold)            $13.00 
 
 Sets: 
CA2W on Top & Bottom Rockers  $17.00 
 With 10” Back Patch  $30.00 
 
 Chapter and GWRRA patches  $11.00 
 With Rockers and 10”  $41.00 
 
  Pins: 
CA2W Visitor Bars   $2.00 
Black & Gold Association Pin  $4.00 
 
   Shirts: 
Club Polo Shirt Black or White 
 with Wolf Logo, M-XL  $20.00 
Club Polo Shirt Black or White 
 with Wolf Logo, 2X-3X  $22.00 
Long Sleeve Black or White, with  
 Howling Wolf and Wolf 
 Pack down the sleeve, M-XL $18.00 
Long Sleeve Black or White, with 
 Howling Wolf and Wolf 
 Pack down the sleeve, 2X  $20.00 
 (special order sizes, varied prices) 
 
   Chapter Hats: 
Chapter Hat with Wolf Logo, high profile $16.00 
Chapter Hat with Wolf Logo, low profile $12.00 
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 Please check out the website for the new features Steve has added and 
don’t forget to get a baby picture to Steve.  You can scan the picture, then e-mail 
to him or you can secretly hand him the picture.  He promises to get it back to 
you.  One baby picture per month will be displayed and the person who sends in 
the correct guess will receive a prize at the meeting. Please note that Steve has 
changed his e-mail address to:    tlwsboy@yahoo.com 
  
P.S.  You really need to check out the baby  
picture for this month.  There are also some  
great pictures for the photo contest if you  
haven’t checked those out.   



Editorial Comment: 
 
 There will be an article about the “New Year’s Frozen Bun Run” in 
the next newsletter, however, I did not want this newsletter to go out 
without this being said. 
 Kelly and I were “tail-gunning” the bikes in my car.  As we were 
heading for the coast, stopping for gas, breaks, going up and down hills 
… it occurred to me that there is no other group I would rather have my 
husband or my daughter’s boyfriend riding with.  As passenger’s, there is 
no other group I would rather my daughter or myself be riding with.  
 We started the morning with Jerry conducting a meeting and letting 
everyone know that if anyone needed a break for any reason, all they had 
to do was speak up.  He encouraged our new riders, Scott and Becky, to 
speak up if they were uncomfortable with the pace at any time.   We left 
with Butch (a.k.a. Ride Director) leading us at a very safe pace because 
the roads began to get wet from the overcast and mist.  He also took into 
consideration the fact that we had new riders with us.  Thanks, Butch! 
 There was a time Jim and I  were not Wing Riders.  We had just 
bought a new Yamaha Silverado and joined in on a chapter for a  ride to 
the coast.  We were left in their dust and had to continually catch up with 
them at the next designated stop.  Thank goodness, I have a husband who 
puts our safety over his male ego to stay with others who are more fool-
ish on bikes.  When we bought the Gold Wing, we were warned about 
how fast they rode their bikes and we wouldn’t like associating with 
them.  I am so glad we didn’t listen.  We have never felt more secure and 
safe riding with a group.   
 As we neared Kettleman City on the last leg home, we ran into 
some fog in the hills and I had the peace of mind to  
know the riders in this chapter would never take  
foolish chances with anyone’s lives.  In this case, it  
was Butch leading us safely home.  I want to thank 
each and everyone of the members of this chapter for 
welcoming us and showing that we can have a great 
time while being safe on bikes.  We feel we are part of 
a family that cares and looks out for one  
another… The Wolf Pack! 



GWRRA Chapter CA2W 
Caren Moody, Newsletter Editor 
6252 W. Pinedale Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93722 
cmoody7617@sbcglobal.net 
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This newsletter is published monthly for 
the enjoyment of its members and 
friends of the Clovis chapter of the Gold 
Wing Road Riders Association for good 
riding and comradeship.  

For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf 
And the strength of the Wolf is the Pack 
Rudyard Kipling 


